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The Murdered Banker s;
White House Connecnon

:..,}-.; Mn.rme Cheshzre st

ATyéat-age today, ‘on. Sept; .vs,_v1979
two. oﬁfxcxals of a myscenous ‘and now- |
defunet'rinternational *” banking, ‘com- |
pany went to a lat of" trouole to have.a |
friend of Hamilton Jordan's. introduce
themto Presment Carter-., I

The .conipany was’ the \’uvan Handf
Bank of Sydney, Australia. The firm noi
longed €xists except in the mountainous
files of law’ enrorcement agencies.-in
Hong Kong, Singapore, Malaysm ‘and,
Australia;; where:there- ‘are”. mvestxoa]
tiong of alzedanons “of- murder, mysteri
ous dxsappearance mlsappropriatxor‘s of
milligns-of dolars, drug. tratficking and
suspected ties to the CTA. CL-\ .

“It's' like a Graham Greene thnller,,
like ‘The Third Man,” says one observex. .
“The mystery may never be solved.”

The central figure who wanted s
much . to_-meet_ Carter was Frank:
Nugan the 35-year-old Australian-horn.
chairman of the worldwide merchant-
hanking operation which coliapsed?
within weeks after he was found shot:
dead last January in his Mercedes
Benzona lonely road outside Sydney.

The occasion last September was the:!
Democratic National Committee’s an-
nual $1,000-per-plate fund-raiser...;’:
; The-man at the dinner with Nuaa :
was-retired Adm. Earl- Yates-: who
sources say ran the Washington’ oftices]
of Nugan Hand from a K Street office
from February 1977 to-October..1979.
Admiral Yates said he ceased to func- |
tion ad hédd of tneggfnce in July and’”
formalfy Fesigned Oct. i

go-hetweén who arranoed’lfo :
Nugart andYatésto. sit ata good table, |
shake hands with™thé president and |
‘have their picture takén with him was;
John Golden, .the- college roommate
and favorite' partyx g* compamo of ¥
Hamilton,?londan. = i
' Golden,-a~former.. deputy ;reasuren:
at the DNC, in chac,ge of soliciting; cor-

.;‘ y

{

.never reimbursed by \Iugan Hand. for

‘he- can’t remember who it was—sug-

-who had left the DNC to become a con-
‘G. Golden Co.

Jlike this, vou end up back among thex
_1osebuahe\ where you can’t see any-‘

-put Nugan and -Yates at his own table

.and in his enthusiasm to introduce ;
them to Carter, as the president was.

-making his rounds, spxlled a bottle of

‘wine on the table.

the thte House were ‘snapping pic-
‘tures which were supposed to be made:

:$1,000-ticket holders.”

igraph showing President Carter with

porate contributions;/had just, opened

his ownccqnsulting firmi herei-RaGai
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;. Aceording;toYales;-it: was \Jugan
‘who warited to “see’’Catter, but it was
illegal for him to buy a ticket himself,
or for Nugan Hand to buy it."Yates, in
a telephone interview this week from
his retirement. home -in Virginia-
Beach, said he personally bought two
$1,000 tickets through Golden-and was

the expenditure. -

“It’s. illegal for:a torewner to con-
tribute’ to a fund-raiser,” Yates said,
“or at least that’s my understanding. I
didn’t want to take any chances.” -
It would-have also- been illegal for 1
Nugan Hand as a corpo;anon to buy
the tickets. i -
' Someone at Nugan Hand—Yates said

gested making arrangements through
Golden “because he was supposed to be
a person of some importance” with the
Carter administration,

Golden had been identified by a
newspaper story the previous week, on
Sept. 18, as a close friend of Jordan’s

sultant in his own business, The John

“Otherwise,” Yates said, “at an event.~

thing.” g
Golden accmdmg to other sources

Photographers from the D\IC and

.dinper-or~when it-took: place, But

“ton’s connections with Torrijos,”-the

“would "do anything for Hamilton—
- they’re very, very good frlends.” 5= .~

available afterwards on request to the'_'
Although formai orders for- a photo~

:Golden and Yates and ‘Nugan'-have

‘been made repeatedly by-Nugan Hand.
iexecutives and Yates himself and the*
‘news media, the D\C has. never
:released a print. . - ‘- &

Yates confir med that he and Nugan’
had another’ meetmc wnth Golden at,

STAT

the Four Seasons Hotel in Georgetown -
where they had drinks and dmner ;
with a group of men - whose names, J
Yates says he “doesn’t remember.” ,
‘ Yates said ‘that he also™” “doesn’t
neLaIl" what was discusséd during that .

another source who :was present has
told The Washingtorn Post that Nugan
wanted to hire Golden as a consultant
who could be useful in the bank’s deal-
ing in Panama with Hamiltop Jordan's
buddy, Gen. Omar Torrijos. e

" “He [Golden] bragged about Hamil- ,

a4

source - said. “He said .Gen..vTorrijos

There -was -a  little-known - Nugan '

" Hand office in Panama at the time, the,

source said, although it was not listed
in their ofticial brochures with other
addresses in Singapore, Hong Kong,
Malaysia, -the Philippines,. ‘Tatwan,
West Germany, Saud1 Arabia and
South America..- A

Yates said that “to my knowledge ”
‘Golden was never retained. : ‘

- The ‘dinner at the Four Seaaons :
accordmg to another source,: took !
place in late October or early \Im'em-l
ber 1979.. -

By that’ tlme l\ugan Hand was
beginning to come apart. .

Two months later, on Jan. 27, 1 \Jugan
‘was dead ‘under questionable circum-’
stances, with a bullet wound in his:
head and a rifle beside his hody. At the-
inquest the insurance companies said,
he couldn't have ﬂred the shot that
Kkilled him. -

Millions of dollars were lound to be
missing. His partner, Michael Hand, a,
former Green-Beret, had disappeared,
and is believed by some to be dead:~

The company collapsed .into !molv
vency and the investigations are stil
gomg on around the world, ..+ ¢ls's)
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